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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

The examiner acknowledges the amendments made to claims 1,4,12,15 and 23. 
Claims 2, 13 and 24 have been cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1,3,4,7,8,12,14,15,18,19,23 and 25 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Osawa (US 6,857,958). 

Osawa discloses a gaming machine controlled by a processor, comprising; a 
plurality of reels, each of said reels including a plurality of symbols positions, a plurality 
of symbols at the plurality of symbol positions on said reels (Fig. 2), said plurality of 
symbols including a plurality of first symbols ("seven", Fig. 18), wherein at least two of 
the first symbols are different, and at least one replicator symbol, wherein said at least 
one replicator symbol includes at least two of the same symbols at a single symbol 
position on the reels wherein each of said same symbols of said at least one replicator 
symbol functions as an individual symbol ("double seven", Fig. 18). Further, the gaming 
device comprises at least one predetermined winning symbol combination including at 
least one of said plurality of first symbols, wherein said predetermined winning symbol 
combination occurs in a predetermined number of symbol positions and is associated 
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with a first outcome adapted to be provided to a player; at least one additional winning 
symbol combination including at least one replicator symbol and at least one of said 
plurality of first symbols, wherein said additional winning symbol combination is also 
associated with said first outcome and occurs in fewer symbol positions than said 
predetermined number of symbol positions. 

The gaming device disclosed by Osawa includes a primary game and a 
secondary game, the primary game having a method of play of a typical slot machine, 
wherein in response to a start operation by a player, a controller drives reels to stop at 
predetermined times and the display of a predetermined combination of symbols results 
in a winning outcome. Osawa discloses that the "double seven" replicator symbol 
configuration of Fig. 18 "may be determined so as to generate an allotment 
corresponding to a win in the principal game when a predetermined combination of the 
symbol with the other symbols is appearance in the principal game" (col. 14, lines 7-11). 

The gaming device disclosed by Osawa includes a processor, wherein the 
processor is programmed to a) activate the reels to generate a plurality of the symbols 
at said plurality of symbol positions on said reels, b) determine if either of said 
predetermined winning symbol combination or said additional winning symbol 
combination is generated on the reels, and c) provide said first outcome to the player if 
either of said predetermined winning symbol combination or said additional winning 
symbol combination is generated on the reels (col. 7, lines 17-67). 
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Regarding claims 3,4,14,15 and 25, wherein the gaming device includes a 
payline and further wherein symbol positions associated with both of the winning symbol 
combinations are on the payline, please refer to "payline 14" of Fig. 18. 

Regarding claim 7,18 and 27, wherein the winning symbol combinations are 
determined by at least one of a random determination, a pre-determination and a 
determination based on a wager made by the player, the winning symbol combinations 
of Osawa are predetermined (col. 2, lines 38-45). 

Regarding claim 8 and 19, wherein the symbols include at least one bonus 
symbol, please refer to the "bonus joker" symbol shown in Fig. 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 5,6,9-11,16,17,20-22,26 and 28-32 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Osawa (US 6,857,958) in view of Kaminkow (US 
6,905,406). 

Osawa discloses a slot machine gaming device controlled by a processor, 
comprising; a plurality of reels, each of said reels including a plurality of symbols 
positions, a plurality of symbols at the plurality of symbol positions on said reels (Fig. 2), 
said plurality of symbols including a plurality of first symbols ("seven", Fig. 18), wherein 
at least two of the first symbols are different, and at least one replicator symbol, wherein 
said at least one replicator symbol includes at least two of the same symbols at a single 
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symbol position on the reels wherein each of said same symbols of said at (east one 
replicator symbol functions as an individual symbol ("double seven", Fig. 18). Further, 
the gaming device comprises at least one predetermined winning symbol combination 
including at least one of said plurality of first symbols, wherein said predetermined 
winning symbol combination occurs in a predetermined number of symbol positions and 
is associated with a first outcome adapted to be provided to a player; at least one 
additional winning symbol combination including at least one replicator symbol and at 
least one of said plurality of first symbols, wherein said additional winning symbol 
combination is also associated with said first outcome and occurs in fewer symbol 
positions than said predetermined number of symbol positions. The gaming machine 
disclosed by Osawa also features a payline associated with the reels, wherein the 
symbol positions associated with both of the winning symbol combinations are on the 
payline. Additionally, Osawa discloses a bonus symbol. 

Osawa lacks in disclosing a plurality of paylines associated with the reels, that 
the winning symbol combinations occur at a plurality of the symbol positions on the 
paylines, that a bonus outcome is provided to the player when a winning symbol 
combination including said bonus symbol occurs on the reels, wherein the bonus 
outcome includes at least one modifier, and further wherein the modifier includes a 
multiplier. Further, Osawa lacks in disclosing that the invention as described above may 
be provided to a player through a data network, and further that the data network is an 
internet. 
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Kaminkow et al. discloses a slot machine gaming device having wild, i.e. bonus, 
symbols. These bonus symbols facilitate a bonus outcome including a multiplier, as 
stated in col. 7, lines 16-19. Bonus symbols that result in a bonus outcome including a 
multiplier are notoriously well known throughout the art. Further, Kaminkow discloses a 
plurality of paylines (56, 57, and 58 of Fig. 26C and 26D), wherein the winning symbol 
combinations occur at a plurality of the symbol positions on the paylines. Additionally, a 
slot machine gaming device featuring a plurality of paylines is also notoriously well 
known in the art. Kaminkow also discloses that the slot machine gaming device features 
may be provided through a data network, wherein the data network is an internet (col. 6, 
lines 51-58). 

It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Osawa and Kaminkow due to their analogous inventions, 
namely slot machine gaming devices having special symbols (i.e. replicator symbols of 
Osawa and bonus symbols of Kaminkow). One would be motivated to do so in order to 
increase player excitement through the inclusion of additional paylines and bonus 
outcomes, as well as increasing player accessibility to the gaming devices through the 
use of a data network or internet. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,3-12,14-23, and 25-32 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Application/Control Number: 10/650,247 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3714 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meagan Thomasson whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2080. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 830-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bob Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Meagan Thomasson . 
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